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Mu ther on Yo FS 4 
| | ACTS e tt 8 
3 HAVE NOT SHUNNED To DECLARE UNTO 


r ALL THE A 54 GOD. 


Wie E diſcourſe with Which theſe 1 5 
are connected, is moſt pathetic and affecting. 
addrelſed to chriſtian miniſters, it furniſhes * 
highly ſuitable for them in fulfilling their miniſtry. 
What the apoſtles and firſt preachers of the goſpel 
were, excluſive of their ſupernatural call and quali- 
fications, all who ſtill ſucceed them in teaching the 
religion of ſeſus, ought undoubtedly to be. In their 
example we have a model for the right diſcharge of 
the duties of the miniſtry. Their doctrines, manner 


ol preaching, temper and conduct through the various 


ſcenes of their miniſtry, are recorded, as for the 


inſtruction of chriftians in general, fo for the imita- 


tion of miniſters in ſpecial. "And as the labours of 
Paul abounded beyond thoſe of the other apoſtles, fo 


| his example is exhibited in ſcripture with a diſtin- 


guiſhed luſtre. After the evangeliſts, his epiſtles and 
the hiſtory of his miniſtry, form the principal part 


- * — 1 
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— 
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of the writings in the new teſtament. But in no other 
ſingle paſſage, have we ſo full an account of his min- 
iftry, and of the manner of his fulfilling it, as that 
which he himſelf EA, in 1 — context, to the elders 
of Epheſus. 

With unwearied pains, and amidſt many fears and 
dangers, he had planted the church of Chriſt in that 
city. And being now called away, and obliged to 
leave the work in other hands, he was anxious for its 
ſucceſs, and that it might ſtill flouriſh, under the foſ- 
tering care of thoſe to whom it was committed. He 
therefore called for their attendance, that he might, 


with his own lips, renew the ſolemn charge and ſay, 
„Take heed unto yourſelves, and to all the flock, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, 
to feed the church of God, which he bath Purchaſed & 


with his own blood.” To quicken them in keeping 
this charge, he ſets his own example before them in 


ſome of its more ſignal inſtances during his miniſtry. 


among them; bringing to their recollection both his 
preaching and his practice. And having apprized 
them, that he was now taking his leave of them, and 
that they wouldſee him no more; on this ſolemn occa- 
fion, he. teſtifies to them, that whatever the iſſue, of 
his preaching might be with reſpect to ſome, whatever, 
melancholy conſequences might enſue. after his de- 


parture, if any of them, or of the people of their 


charge, ſhould finally miſcarry, yet for himſelf, he 
was clear from the blood of all men; having fully and 
faithfully delivered the goſpel meſſage. For I have 
not ſhunned" to declare unto you all the counſel of God. 

In holding up the apoſtle's example as a model for 
us, we may conſider both the ſubject and the manner 
of his preaching. | 


\ 7 

la the irt plate, the ſubject, . of God, 
42 of his grade, concerted by the divine 
wiſdom, and now, in its moſt full and complete diſ- 
penſation, publiſhed ta the world for the obedience 
of faith. The whole chriſtian ſyſtem is included i in 


that counſel of God which Paul ꝓreached. T0. its 


did not, upon every occaſion, confine his diſcourſes. 
In addreſſing the idolatrous Gentiles, he began with 
aſſerting the great principles of natural religion,“ 
the unity of Com, his perfections and uniyerſal proy- 
idence ; our relation t0 him as his creatures, depend- 
ence upon him, and conſequent obligations to ſerve 
him with our mental faculties, in diſtinction from 
thoſe bodily exerciſes. which cannot profit. Theſe 
primary truths of religion, together with thoſe equal- 


ly obvious, ones of morality, of doing juſtly and loving 


Mercy in our dealings with one another, and walking 
humbly in the government of ourſelyes, are that. good 
whach God hath /hewed unto men in furniſhing them with 
the gift. of reaſon. They are the great law of, our 
nature, coeval with our exiſtence, written upon the 
hearts, of all men, and binding at all times. . 

Yea, God bas ſo conſtituted our nature _ the 
frame of things around us, that while reaſon diſcerns 
theſe fundamentals of religion and morality, exper- 
ence teaches us how eſſential to happineſs is our con- 
formity . to them. Our ſelf-love, the Principle of 


ſelf- preſervation, ſo ſtrong i in every one, is made to 


| lanclion theſe dictates of reaſon, and to urge our com- 
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* e ee, 


peculiar and diſtinguiſhing doctrines, however, he 


. . 
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perfect, unelouded by paſſion, unbhiaſſed by preju- 
dice, unimpaired by diſeaſe or intemperance; did it 

retain its original ſtrength and ſupremacy over the 
propenſities of nature, it might prove a. ſufficient 
guide to virtue and happineſs.” If it hath totally 
failed of theſe ends, the cauſe lies in its perverſion 
and abuſe Nr e * e of: provailing-cory 
ona 192. agen 51 

een men e vain in their 
imaginations; -andwhile they retained ſome knowledge 
of God,'yet/glorified him not as God; but rebelling 
againſt reaſon; gave themſelves up to vile affections. 
Theſe darkened their underſtandings more and more, 


and gradually funk them into deplorable ignotance, 


ſuperſtition and idolatry. Under this maſs'of rub- 
biſh, the light of reaſon was nearly extinguiſhed; and 


many ages elapſed, while the moral world lay buried 
in darkneſs, groſs and heavy, like that which 1 | 


i pamper ur in its chaotic ſtate.” 00G 
„And when, at length, the divine mercy Wyo, 
ed the goſpel diſpenſation for the general benefit of 
the world, the firſt object of this revelation was, to 
recoyer reaſon from its degradation, and re-eſtabliſh 
the principles of vatural religion. This voice from 
heaven confirms the dictates of reaſon, reſtores thoſe 
which had been loſt, enlightens thoſe which had been 
obſcured, ſtrengthens thoſe which had been weakened, 
and clothes” n all with a divine authority; ; giv- 
ing to the voice of reaſon and conſcience ihe com- 
manding energy of the voice of God. 
But, were this all that is effected by revelation, 

| (fo great is the change made in the condition of man 


a an ad. — _ 1 
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| E 
by ſin) this - which: was ordained to life, would be found 
to be unto death—ferving only to ſhow us the extent 
of our miſery, It would be like the appearance of 
God to our firſt parents after their tranſgreſſion, ar- 
raigning, con victing and condemning, and then leav- 
ing them without the hope which he actually gave 
in his ſentence upon their ſeducer. By clarifying 
our reaſon, and ſetting before us in its purity and 
perfection the great law of our nature, revelation en- 
ables us to behold the number and aggravations of 
our ſins. By the law is the knowledge of fin.” 

Aſtoniſhed at the view of his guilt, and alarmed 


with the apprehenſion of the divine diſpleaſure, the 


awakened convinced ſinner is anxious to find ſome 
mercy to pardon, ſome kind power to ſave. He 
earneſtly inquires, by what ſacrifices and offerings, or 
in what way, he may appeaſe an offended Deity, and 
make ſatisfaction for the breach of his law. Rea- 
ſon cannot anſwer the inquiry. All nature is ſilent, 
and affords no certain ground of hope. The more 
we think and reaſon upon our condition; the more 
helpleſs and deſperate it appears. 

Theſe are the real circumſtances of all men as 
under fin and guilty before God. And thus circum- 


ſtanced, the goſpel, in its literal import, as glad tid- 


ings of great joy, comes in to our relief. Its glorious 
peculiarities, the ſcheme of mediation, the perſon, 
character and offices of the Mediator, his propitiation 
for the ſins of the world, and ability to ſave all who 


come to God through him, theſe are our only grounds 
of hope. | 


B 


"To the inquiry upon what terms this hops may 
be ours, St. Paul anſwers when he teſtifies both to the 
Jews, and alſo to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and 


faith toward our Lord Jus Chriſt : A return from 


iniquity, and cordial ſubmiſſion to him who is made 
King in Zion, obedience to his precepts, and conform- 
ity to his example; theſe are the requiſitions of the 
goſpel ; theſe form the Cha character of _ 


chriſtians. 
In attempting theſe things: however, we find a 


new difficulty ariſing. All our moral powers have 
been weakened in the ſervice of ſin, and evil habits 
have gained ſuch dominion over us, that it is no eaſy 


matter to turn the current of our affections from 


earthly to heavenly things, to mortify the deeds of 


the body, get free from the bondage of corruption, 
and recover the loſt rectitude of our nature. After 


fome unſucceſsful efforts, we ſhould be in danger of 


giving over the attempt, were we not encouraged to 
expect aid from above. But fo complete is the pro- 
viſion made in the divine counſels for our falvation, 
that the goſpel is the miniſtration of the holy ſpirit. 
This divine agent is tendered as the guide of our fee- 
ble ſteps in our return to virtue. We are directed 
to ſeek, and encouraged to hope for his affiſtance 


on our firſt honeſt attempts to reform. Turn ye 


at my reproof : Behold, I will pour out my ſpirit 
unto you. Aſk, and it ſhall be given; ſcek and ye 
ſhall find; if ye being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children: How much more ſhall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 


alk him?” 


Y z - - — tw Wi ho ds a. "EY WES 0 


And that nothing proper to quicken our rexertions, 
may be wanting, the ſanctions with which the goſ- 
pel is enforced, are as full and perfect as can be im- 
agined. Its promiſes and threatenings addreſſed to 
our hopes and fears, are ſo great, ſolemn and awful, 
that, when duly conſidered, they ſeem ſufficient, to 


ovetwhelm the mind, and ſeizing upon all our tac. 


ulties, to bear us away. by an irreſiſtible influence 
from all other objects of attachment and purſuit, to 
the great and momentous concerns of eternity. 


divine counſels which Paul, with ſuch unremitting 
diligence, declared. Not this account of them how- 

ever, but the ſcriptures themſelves are to be regard- 
ed as the law and the teſtimony, the oracles of God, in con- 
formity to which every diſcourſe upon religion and 
chriſtian morality is to be compoſed. By the ſtudy 
of theſe inſpired writings, every chriſtian, arid eſpec- 
ially every chriſtian miniſter is to ſatisfy himſelf what 
are indeed the counſels of God. The ſtudies of a 
miniſter principally conſiſt in ſearching the ſcriptures. 


From theſe he muſt derive the things new and. old 


with which he is to entertain and edify his hearers. 
That he may rightly divide the word of truth,” and 


approve himſelf a workman who needeth not to 


be aſhamed,” it is neceſſary, that he have a thorough 
and intimate acquaititance with every part of divine 
revelation. Its doctrines and duties ſhould be ſo fa- 
miliar to his thoughts, that on every occaſion hes lips 
may preſerve knowledge, drop as the rain and diſtil as 


5 


Theſe things, in cheir connection with various 
other particulars in the inſpired writings, were thoſe 


the INE As ſet for the defence of the golpel is 
alſo neceſſary, that he be fo verſed in the' various arid” 


abuhdant evidence of its truth both inter. al and ex- 


tetnal, that he'thiy be ready at all times, to remove 


the ſcruples of the yet wavering and unſertled inquir- 


er, anſwer the 0 of infidels, en * | 


e of "#5 + a e IT, 94,3 

In ſearching out the theghing of the 8 
and determining what doctrines they really contain, 
a knowledge of ancient manners, cuſtoms and lan- 
guages, eſpecially of thoſe languages in which the 


ſcriptures were originally written, is highly requifte. 


Muck uſeful information my be derived from thoſe 
profane authors who were cotemporary with the in - 


ſpired” Writers. With as many of theſe; as have. 


reached modern times, the interpreter of ſcripture 


ſhould be acquainted. He ſhould know what al- 


lowance to make for the difference between ancient 


and modern languages; and for the peculiar phraſes, 


idioms and proverbial ſayings: of the people for 
whoſe uſe the ſdriptures were at; fixſt deſigned. In 
conſtruing thoſe paſſages which are hard to be un- 
der ſtood, he muſt keep in view the general aim and 
ſcope of the writer, and: by: comparing ſpirituuſ things 
with ſpiritual; ma ke what is clear and plain to reflect 


light upon that which is doubtful and obſcure. 


To the diſgrace of all Chriſtendom, it has been 
the too general practice, to adopt, with little or no in- 


quiry, a ſet of doctrines as the ſtandard of orthodox y 


from ſome celebrated Father, Reformer, eſtabliſhed 
Church, Synod or Council. And having thus em- 


* ſcheme of divinity, all N have 
been to weave thiſe' do ctrines into our 'interpretas: 
tions of ſcripture'- and detached texts, ſentences and 
phraſes have been turned and twiſted in every direc- 
tion to the ſupport and defenee of pre- conceived 
opinions. „ Tnftead of impartially.. [examining the 
ſacred writings with a view'of diſcovering the truth, 


in whatever ſhape: it may appeur, we enter on the 


inquity with a "ſyſtem already adopted) and have 
creed the edifice, eden before the ground bas been 
explored, on which' it muſt be red, It is from 


chis cauſe; that the Greek and Latin churches? have 
diſcovered in the new" teſtament their Gi; au; ten: 


ets, and that the moſt oppoſite parties, which have 
ariſen in the chriſtian world, have mile the ſame di- 
vine-oracles the baſis of their reſpective ereeds. It 
is from this ſource that the church of Nome derlwes 
her feven ſacraments, the Divine of the church of 


England his thirty nine articles, the Lutheran His 


pic! backs,” da Calviniſt Bis rn 
fait. ts qo nog lle ir 316 25:5: 1 "8h 


DTS ths honout of the preſent: age, 1 möre 6s 
al method of treating the ſeriptures ſeems to be gain- 
ing ground. Thbeſe ſhackles upon the minds of men 
are evidently lobfened, aud we may hope, will rad. 


ually fall off. It B&fitis to be generally, acknow-I- 
edged that as ib Miſtbrian ſhould Be of no party, 
an interpreter of ſeripture ſhould be of no ſect. His 
nl bufineſs is to in ire What the apoſtles and 


| | evangeliſts themſelves ititended to expreſs; he mult 


tranſplant himſelf, if poffible, into their ſitustion, 


2 
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and in: the inveſtigation of each dontroverted point, 
muſt examine, whether the ſacred writers, circum - 
ſtanced as they were; could entertain or deliver this 
or that particular doctrine. This is a piece of juſ· 
tice, that we refuſe not to profane authors and n 


reaſon can be aſſigned, why we ſhauid hr 


aged who have a till higher title to our regard. 
Having, by diligent and impartial inquiry, — 

ted in his mind. what are the doctrines of ſcripture, 

the preacher, who wouldegard Paul as his model, will 


make theſe the conſlant theme of his diſcourſes : And 


his great concern and ſtudy will be, to teach them 


fave force and energy as if poſſible to impreſs, a juſt 


ſenſe. of them upon the minds of his hearers. This 


he will be moſt. likely to effeQ,Jif i in the As ib of 
| his miniſtry, he ſets before hin, Mann 11 

1. Secondly, the manner of the apoſtle; bs fie | 
fulneſs, . carneſtaeſs, | conſtancy, and ſincerity in | 
praftifing himſelf what he inculcated upon others. 
Theſe virtues are highly important, are indiſpenſably 
requiſite in the character of a goſpel miniſter, and 
they were all eminently. illuſtrated in the example 
of Faul. Each of them is ſtrongly implied in what 
he ſays, of himſelf to the Epheſian elders, His 
faithfulneſs is the direct import of che text. «1 
have not;ſhunned t to declare unto you all the counſel 
of God.” Nor was it more ohvious in the unreſerv- 
edneſs of his communications than i in his manner of 
making them. As he kept back nothing that might 
be profitable, his conſtant ſludy was; how. to be 


i 
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moſt-profitable, and accompliſh the great end of his 
ter will copy after him in this reſpe&, and will propoſe 
to himſelf the ſame object as his grand and ultimate 
aim. To promote this end, all his ſtudies and en- 
deavours will be ſteadily directed- In the choice 
of his ſubjects, and in his manner of handling them, 
he will be guided by what in his conſcience he 
thinks will be moſt uſeful to his hearers. Merely to 
amuſe and entertain them with the pomp of lany 
guage, or the charms of eloquence. ; or to gain their 
_ applanſe by gratifying their curioſity, or feeding 
their paſſions and prejudices, he will always eſteem 
unbecoming the ſolemnity of a religious aſſembly, 
and below the dignity. of a chriſtian miniſter. St. 
Paul preached not himſelf, but Chriſt. Jeſus the. Lord. 
| That deſire of fame to himſelf, that ambition of _ be- 
ing known. and, diſtinguiſhed, which. fired the an- 
cient orators of Greece and Rome, was far below the 
ſublime views by which the apoſtle was aQuated, 
Had he been capable of ſeeking praiſe-with men, his 
knowledge as an apoſtle might have been no impedi- 
ment. The man who had been admitted within the 
veil, caught up inta heaven, and initiated into the ſe- 
crets of the inviſible world, had it undoubtedly m 
his power to have gratified human. curioſity on a 
number of queſtions concerning which it eagerly in- 
quires. Should not his filence upon ſuch queſtions, 
correct the vanity of thoſe preachers who are al- 
ways ſtudying to ſurpriſe their hearers with ſome 
new diſcovery in divinity? : | 
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ble relation to practical godlineſs; if curious diſqui- 


ſitions upon ſubjects of little conſequence, uninter- 


eſting ſpeculations, or dry criticiſms even upon the 
ſeriptures themſelves, form the bulk of a predch- 
er's diſcourſes; or if he confounds his hearers with 
controverſial divinity, and is always endeavouring to 
reſtabliſh ſome favourite ſyſtem of human conſtrue. 
tion, and under the impreſſion of its peculiarties, gives 


to every diſcourſe, be the text what it may, the ſame 


general complexion ; if his preaching be deſtitute 
of that variety of different views and illuſtrations 
which the rich treaſure of © ſcripture affords ; or 


if in treating on the important doctrines of the 


goſpel, he introduces à train of intricate and 


| perplexed reaſoning; or if in teaching the moral 
| virtues, he recommends them by no other arguments 
than a*Plato or a Socrates would' have uſed;' if he 


forgets to alſign them their proper place in the chriſ- 
tian ſyſtem, or to enforce them by thoſe peculiar 
motives | which the goſpel furniſhes; if he adopts 
either of theſe defective modes of preaching, though 
he ſhould be ever ſo laborious in his ſtudies, yet muſt 
Ie not fall ſhort of that profit to his Mer which is 
ellential to faithfülneſfs? i 79 e 
As the arts of perſuaſion are the only ones by 
which ſucceſs in preaching is to be attempted, with 


hat diligence ſhould they be ſtudied ? How ſolicit- 


ous will the faithful miniſter be in acquainting him- 


ſelf with the moſt engaging 3 methods of Ares ? * 
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ters of greater 


moment. In this reſpect, few of ug, 
perhaps are ſufficiently vary. Some, indeed, when 
they have once ſettled in their own. minds, what 1 i. 
right, ſeem to make. it a point of conſcience, to p 
no reſpect to the opinions or prejudices of others. 
Rigid and inflexible; they puſh their ſentiments with 


a teal often ſubwerſive both of peace and charity. 


Ho very different was the conduct of the apoſ · 


ne? Te gain upon unbellevem, to edify che faichful. 
and ſtrengthen the weak in faith, with what caſe did 


he accommodate himſelf to theit known prepoſſeſ- 
fions? With what condeſcending tendetneſo, in-mat- 
ters not eſſential, did he become all things io al men, 
that by all means he might ſave ſome. With thoſe un- 
dey the law, or who looked upon themſelves as bound 


by its ceremonial rites, be readily/-oomniplied with 


thoſe rites, though he knew them to have been abol- 
iſhed: Whilft with thoſe who had obtaintd the ſame 
knowledge with himſelf, he as conſtantly wed his 


chriſtian liberty. To the weak he became, as weak, 


and would eat no meat, whilſt the world Nandeth, 
rather than make the weakeſt brother to offend.” 
Had the ſame temper continued univerſally to pre- 
vail in the church, the bonds of charity would never 


have been broken. From the beginning, all the dif- 


ferent ſects and denominations of N would 
have dwelt together in unity like brethre. 
The faithful miniſter will conſider, not oy the 


prevailing prejudices of his people, but their capaci- 


C 
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les, characters And religious circumſtances; and to 
theſe adapt his diſcourſes, his method of reaſoning and 
addreſs. Thus he will diſtinguiſh the precious from the 
vile; warn the'unruly, and comfort the feeble minded, 
and give to every one his portion in due ſeaſon.” 
With admirable wiſdom and a nice diſcernment of 
circumſtances and characters, this was done by the 
apoſtle on every occafion; To the heathen worſhip- 
ing dumb idols, he ſet forth the abſurdity. of idola- 
try. Their objection againſt him was, his ſaying; that, 
| thiy be nb Gbds, which are made with hands, To the Jows, 
who had received by Moſes and the prophets the ſhad- 
ov of the goſpel, the hope of the Meſſiah; he imme - 
diately teſtified, that ſeſus was the Meſſiah” whom 
they expetted. To the awakened jailor inquiring, 
hat hit ficli dot be ſaved, * be immediately wiſwers, 
believe on the Lord Fefus Chriſt: Whilſt, with the har⸗ 
dened inprincipled Felix, he regſons of righteouſneſs, 
tempirante and a judgment to come. Knowing himſelf 
the terror of the Lord, he ſought to perſuade men, 
to alarm the vicious, and arouſe the thoughtleſs, 
by a faithful denunciation of that wrath, 5 which, 
is revealed from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs, 
and unrighteouſneſs of men. Many there are in 
every congregation, to whom theſe warnings 8 
ſtill We | And whether ey will hear, or 


ub e 1 4 
1 is matter of regret, "that a any ſhould biegt to this part of minitert. 
al faithfulneſs. * No extufe indeed ib to be offered for thoſe preachers who 
endeavour to ſupply the want of ſenſihle compoſition and of a ſerious and ra- 
tional method of gddreſs by overbearing noiſe and terrour: Cenſure upon 
them is juſt. Yet it is a melancholy fact, that the refinement of modern 


times has produced ſome occaſional heardrs, (for they are not in general, 


rey they will. forbear, the watchineny; Sung, 


with fafety, ſhun to declare them. For he is him- 

ſelf warned, If thou ſpeak! not to warn the wicked 
from his way; he ſhall die in his iniquity ;; but his 
blood will I require at thine! hand. Vet if thou 
warn the wicked and he turn not, E 
iniquit ; but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul.” _ 

In diſpenſing theſe warnings, and indeed a the oth- 
er truths of the goſpel, the feryour and earneſtneſz of 


" vory conftant i in 2 'public worſhi p) bolt deticacy ſeems to be ſhocked 
at the leaſt mention of the threatenings in ſeripture. Let us, fay they, be 
drawn by, the! beauties. of virtue and the hopes of heaven, and not driven by 
= terrours of hell. We chuſe not to be frightened into our duty. ' Upon this 

principle, they openly avow tllelr difapprobatibn of all diſcourſes upon the 
_  terrours of the world to come and the doom of the ungodly. at the /af day, 
They affect to deſpiſe the preacher, who, by theſe motives would perſuade men 
. to holineſs. In their opinion he n not only expoſes his ignorance 6f human 
nature, büt his want of fenfibility and bene volenee of heart, by thus endeav- 
ouring to alarm his hearers. Pronounc ing him to be both ignorant and IE 
feeling, they glory in their contempt of all his admonitions, But, be 
men ſuffer theinſelves'to receive the prejudice which ſuch ſentiments 1 
: | language fare adapted to convey, they ought. ſeriouſly to confider, whether 

_ the danger of which they are warned, be real or not. From ighorance or 

in defign falſe alarms do indeed proceed. With theſe we are juttly diſpleaſ- 

ed. Butno man is offended at being apprized of a danger which he believes 
ts be real, eſpecially when the warning tends to facilitate his eſcape, and is 

_ given ſolely for this purpoſe, Were you walking in the dark till your feet 

approached an unſuſpected precipice ? Were you fiftlng ſecure in your houſe, 

or fleeping in your bed, while your habitation was kindling into flames ? Or 

in any other circumſtance af real danger ta your perſon, family or intereſt ; 

previous warning of it would be ſo far from being deemed unkind, that he 
_ would be accounted a \vretch indeed unfit to live in ſatiety, who ſhould 
 wilfully withhold it ffom his neighbour or friend; The oply reaſon why 
men ate offended at being warned of the danger to which their ſouls are 4 
poſed, is becauſe” they believe not this danger to be real. "Lot Seemed 4 as one 
that mocked wnto bis ſont in law. In the ſame light every monitor appears 
whoſe warnings are not believed. And hence it willi come ta paſß, that, as it 
Wr in the days of Lot ; even thus will it be in the day when the ſon of man is 
revealed, | 


The apoſcke, 45 well as his faithfulneſs, are to be our 
model. Upon his mud the goſpel took fall hold, 
And knowing its truth; he felt its importance count- 
mug ll things! te be lets for the excellency of che 
knowledge of Chriſt,“ he felt no other intereſt or 
concern here below but in its ſpread and ſueteſs. Of 
courſe his preaclüng, was not with the'enticing words 
"of man's wiſlom, or the faded forms of human elo- 
quence, but in the words af truth und ſoberneſs 
warm from his heart. With an air of deep and aw- 
ful concern he perſuaded men. In his addreſſes to 
ein, bis foul melted. (if we way ſe peak) and ie 
his divine Maſter weeping over Jerufalem, flowed 
forth in ſtreams of tenderneſs and compaſſion. - To 
thoſe addreſſed in the text "he fays, remember that by 
the ſpace of three years I ceaſed mot . nighs 
. and Gay with tears, 

This appearance. of sen n ien $ 
; diy imitated without the reality. The affeQation- of 
it in feigned tears ad a melanchof tone, or by vo- 
ciferation and unuſual geſtures, ſucceeds with a very 
few only of the moſt ignorant and undiſcerning: To 
a judicious audience theſe hypocritical arts are al- 
vays diſguſting . A degree of St. Paul's faith, charity 
ant piety is effential to that earneftnefs vrhich he ex · 
preſſed. If the great principles of religion warm the 
heart of the preacher, they will influence him in the 
compofition as well as in the delivery of this diſ- 
courſes. Deſpiſing frivolous oſtentatious harangues, 
he will n in a e 5 


* 
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chat it may at once enlighten. the underſtanding and 
touch the heart. In order to this it is neceſſary, 
that the compalition be ſolid, .cogent and animated, 
| free from dull explanations of what is already ſuſh- 
ciently obvious, and unintereſting paraphraſes on 
paſſages of ſoripture heeding no illuſtration. The 
plain ſimple language of the bible 43 always. more 
lively and e n circumlocution of a 


paaphaſe,”, ., 14.6 e HUNAL : ot 6 030446 
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of a diſcourſe to render it orthy of attention, the 
vonſciouſneſs of this in the preacher wil animate 
his delivery. And if he unters into the ſpirit of his 
ſabjeR, and feels it upon his own heart; his carneſt- 
nefs being real, will prove affecting to dhe hearers :: 
The piety which glows in his boſom will be in a 
meaſure communicated to their's.' | 
With this earneſtnefs is to be. united ns 
perſevering diligence in fulfilling che pfiwate as well 
public duties of the miniſtry. In the example of 
Faul werbeheld an unremitting een to his work. 


. By a multiplicioy of words the- ſentiment is ed nee 
ed, but like David equipt in Saul's armour, it is encumbered and oppreſſed. 
Vet this is not the otily, or perhaps the vorſt cunſequence reſulting from this 
manner oſ treating ſacted writ. -, We ate told of the Torpedo, that it has the 
wonderful quality of numbing eyery thing it touches. A paraphraſe is a Torpe- 
| do. By its irifluence the moſt vivid ſettiments become tifeleſs,” the moſt ſu- 
blume are flutteneũ, the moſt ſeryid chitled, the moſt vigorous enervated. Io 
1 yery heſt compaſitions of this kind that can be expected, the goſpel may 
compared to a rich wine of a high flavour, diluted in, ſuch a quantity 2 
os 3 [ 
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and by night as well as by day. And lie charges 


Timothy to be inſtunt in ſeaſon and out / ſeaſon, 


4 watthing for ſouls as one that muſt give an account.” 
The chriſtian miniſter ſhould be always ready to de- 
Tiver thoſe who are drirun unto death ; pulling them out of 
the fire, giving to every one that aſketh à reaſon for 
the goſpel hope, reproving,\rebuking, exhorting fam- 
ilies and individuals as there may be occaſion. from 
day to day. In the courſe of providence favourable 
opportunities frequently occur for rendering. in a pri- 
vate way, important ſervices to the: ſouls. of men. 
Among the ſons and daughters of affliction, in the 
chambers. of ſickneſs and hauſes of mourning the viſ- 
its of a ſympathizing miniſter are always welcome, 
and his counſels. and exhortations are heard with 


more than ordinary attention. In this way F is ex - 


1 of him, that he go about doing good. 


Vea, it is expected, not only in thoſe kind of. 
fices v hich i belong immediately to his profeſſion, but | 


in his whole converſation, and deportment, that he 


exhibit the benevolent ſpirit, of the goſpel, and exem- 
plify its precepts. It is efſential to the right diſcharge 


of their office, that miniſters confider themſelves, 
+ not as Lords over God's heritage, but as enſamples 
to the flock; in a word, in converſation, in charity, in 
Faith, in purity,” Having the fame intereſt, with 
their hearers in the goſpel which they preach, it will 
not be believed, that they are earneſt in pointing 
out the way of lalvation to others, unleſs they them- 
ſelves viſibly walkin this way. Theirexemplary deport- 
mont as chriſtians will add weight to their inſtructions 


. I Seas ora 


2 
as «i of Chriſt; and have an Wie 
is religion. No arguments have 


a 3 perſuaſive. force with te world in general; 


to the praQtice of, religiqn, than the behglding of it; | 


illuſtrated, ang ſhiningiin, the lives; of ;its (teachers, 
Every miniſter ſhould ſo, live, 3s to be able thus to 
addreſs his people, Be: ye followers e 5. am of 
. Simo NN un Hs 1 

In, Paul ve beheld a difimtexeſtednels, foricade 
and ſincerity in. praiſing himſelf what he inculcated. 
upon others, worthy of univerſal imitation. To the 


Epbefian elders he appeals, as, having witneſſed the 
diſplay of , theſe. virtues through the whole period of 


his continuance among them. 1 Ve know, from the 
firſt day chat. I came into Aſia, after what manner I 
have been with you at all ſeaſons, ſerving the Lord 
with all humility of mind, and with many tears and 
temptations; ſhex ing you all things, how that ſo 
labouring ye ought to ſupport the weak ;, coveting 


no man's filyer, or gold or appazel.. Yourſelyes know, 


that theſe hands have miniſtered to py neceſſities, and 
to them that were with me.” While he ſtrongly.aſ- 
ſerted the right of thoſe who preach the goſpel, to live 
of the goſpel ; for ſpecial reaſons he waved this right 
in bis own caſe, Straits and difficulties he frequently 
experienced, and 1 in every city had the certain proſ- 
pect of bonds and afflictions; yet — diſtreſſes, how 
ever heavy, no dangers, however formidable, did in 
the leaſt diſhearten him, or ſhake his reſolution. 
„None of theſe things move me, ſays he, neither 


count 1 my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might 


finiſh my any with j Joy, and che miniſtiy, which 1 


have received!" And 10 belt did he finiſh, fo cm. 
plete was His fulfilment of "this minũſtry among the 
Ephefians, that lie adds, take you to record this 
day, that L ami pure from the blood of all men.“ Hap- 
py Faul! Who had managed ſo high à truſt with 
ſuch fidelity as to enjoy the comfort of this reflection. 
To us, my fathers and brethren, the Tame truſt, 
though in an inferiour ſenſe, is committed. Wien 
the office of declaring the counfels of God for the 
ſalvation of men we are hanonred.” To ourfelves, 
as well as to our reſpective charges, it is of ng ſmall 
moment, that we form” ourfelves after the model of 
Paul and the other apoſtles; chat the principles und 
views from which they ated; have à governing influ- 
ence over us, that like them ve approve our fidelity 
by keeping back nothing'that may be Cy ns 
. enforcing the whole by our on example. 5 
ate deſires with reſpect to the good things of this life, | 
and patience and fortitude in bearing its evil things, 
are highly becoming the miniſters of a crucified” 578 
tour. © Some evil things are to be expected 
men of corrupt minds oppoſition is Tearcely : Ak 
ble. Faithfulneſs, when it fails of reclaiming chem, 
often provokes their angry paſſions and draws upon 
itfelf a torrent of abuſe. Let none of theſe . | 
move us from the ſteady diſcharge of our duty. Know 
ing that it is but a ſmall thang to be judged of man's judg- 
ment, let our great concern be to ſtand approved at an 
higher tribunal. , Bekold, our "witneſs is in heaven our 
record is on high... | Stewards of the myſteries,of God let it 
ſatisfy us, if our faithfulneſs be known to him. The 
period will ſoon arrive when his JE. will be 
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manifeſted · Let the ſerious thought of this, under 
every diſcouragement, animate our diligence and fi- 


delity. The expected ſummons, give an account f 


een, Le len e e ng longer ward, may 


well atouſe-our utmoſt exertions.” 

In the mean while, changes are continually tak- 
ing 1 Paul is conſtrained to bid adieu to his 
Epheſian friends: The period of ſeparation arrives, 
and they can ſee his face no more. Thus all earthly: 
friendſhips, relations and connections are diſſolved. 
While we ourſelves are ſuffered to continue, the flight 


_ of time, of days, months and years bears away from 
under our care the ſouls at firſt committed to our. 


charge, and tranſmits them into that ſtate Where theytry 
the reality of thoſe diſcoveries which we announce to 
them from the word of God. Hoy many who once 
ſat under our miniſtry, are gone already! What their 
condition is in the world on which they have entered, 
we know not. But to ourſelves it may be of impor- 
tance, ſeriouſly to inquire, whether if any of. them 
have miſcarried, it has been in no degree owing to 


our negligence ? Are we indeed ee the : Hood 


Hall men ? 
i Under a e of our defedts, it becomes 15 


| to humble our ſouls before God, and while, we im- 
plore his pardon for the paſt, to: renew our reſolu- 
tions, by his grace aſſiſting, of greater diligence for 


the | future. And may his mercy grant, that when 
our day ſhall end, we may be able to look. back up- 


on its labours with comfort, and forward to their re- 


ward in the world of glory with hope and joyful ex- 
pectation | 


DN 


\ 


— — ' I I . 


TR” 
= 
£6. 
— 


"To you, niy brother in particular, at the cloſe of 


that ſcene of labour on which you are now enter- 


ing. I moſt ardently wiſh this felicity. To point out 
the way leading to is, has been the deſign of the pre- 
ceding diſcourſe. From my acquaintance wih yo 
I have juſt grounds to believe that your heart is ſtea- 
dily inclined towards what has been now recommend-. 


ed; and that you wiſh to excel in all the qualifica- 


tions of an able and faithful miniſter of Chriſt.” De- 
ſcended from one of this character, af Ornament to 


from his inſtruction and example; you now come 


forward with the raiſed hopes of your friends, and 
the good withes'of all your acquaintance. Frovidente 


is caſting your lot in a pleaſant part of the vineyard,” 
andmany circumſtances concur 1 a 


- pe@before you 


But you are not inſenſible of the Ander ten 
of the work in which yba are engaging, nor of the 
tflals to be expedted in its profecution. Oft have 
you contemplated the charge which oy are now to 
receive, and under tlie apptehehſion of its weight and 
ſolemnity, have breathed forth the ſigh, who i; 22 
cient for ue things Y Had Your father's life been wall 
ſpared, What a tide of paternal affbction would have 
ſwollen lis boſom in addreſſing you on this ict 
decaſion ! How would he have poured forth his 25 
in tenderneſs for you; in ſoothing your ſpirit'; 
erieburaging, directing and animat! ing you ' 2 A 578. 


„ee Rev. , Theysr, late of ee New-Hamytire 
who died Sept. 6, 1792, Et. 59. 
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reign God has ordered it otherwide,-pnd- ons: ſtinds 
in his place „ho- eam only ſay, . Look to thy Father 
in heaven whoſe grace is ſufficient for thee,” A lively 
ſpirit of devotion; my brother; is not more ſuitable 
to the character of A chriſtian miniſter, than necpſſa⸗ 
do fit him for” the right diſcharge of every part of 


either for ſtudying the great "myſteries of godlineſs, 
ot performing its ſacred offices: Tt invigorates all 
che aaa, and "fenders that # pleaſure which 
would otherwife be gone through as a burden. It 
eyen leads to the hope of communication and aft. 
ande from above,” If under à fenfe of out lack of 
wiſdom, we humbly AK it of God we are Enodulag- 
N ed to expett, that he wall give liberally. f 
| "Of wa} advantage from devotion, reading, con- 
I verfation and ſtudy you will endeavouf te "avail 
"FF vourſelf. With” yo of; aged and venerable colleagtie 
you will frequently conſult, and by a reſpectful ten- 
derneſs and ſympathy with him under #9 growing 
infirmities, conſole the evening K is life. "Fronihis 
experience and knowledge of the ſlate of this people” 
you. may receive much "ulcfuf information,” ' By* 
adapting. your diſcourſes, to their {piritual circum- 
ſtances and giving to every one their portion im Une 
ſeaſon, 3 you will, in the courſe "of 5 our, miniſt * e 
clare- all the counſel of Cod. May he proton? 5. for Mee © 
give eminence to Jour chargkter Tucceſs "to your 1a?” 
hours, and 1 in the end, Acc; t „Gu with A Wel ber 
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| =, is with pleaſure, my brethren} of this church 
and ſociety, that we witneſs your aeal for the inſtitu- 
tions of the goſpel, and deſire of hearing thoſe divine 
counſels which concern the common ſalvation. The 
decays of nature having withdrawn. your aged paſtor 
from thoſe, labours, which, through. the courſe of 
many years, he performed with hongur to himſelf 
and. profit to his, people ; you early. ſought, and this 
day happily obtain another to be ſet ovex you in the 
Lord. We rejoice in your peace. and unanimity; 
555 honour you for the wiſdom and judgment, which, 

n our eſteem, you have ſhown in this election. We 
_ are re perſuaded of the good abilities and good diſpoß- 
tions of our friend, * 18 22 to be inducted into 
olfice. ; 

With you it remains, to . an hearty welcome | 

to him who thus cometh in the name of the Lord. Know 
Kim in his office as a miniſter of Chriſt. E cem him 
taghly in love for his work” Sale. Aſſiſt him with your 
' prayers, and encourage him by a regular and general 

attendance on his miniſtrations, Look with candour 
on his public performances and Private conduct. 
Forbear to notice thoſe failings which are inſeparable 
from human weakneſs. Guard his reputation With 8 
the vigilance of true friendſhip, and protect i it from, | 
eyery rude alſaylt. Clear his way before him of all N 
difficulties and obſtacles ſo far.as you. are able. Kah 
to extend his influence, and promote his uſefulneſs 
to the utmoſt. And let him fee, that you profit by 
his labours; that you improve in knowledge and 
virtue, and in a conver ſation becoming the goſpel of e 
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Thus he will proven helper of your jo, and you will 
become kit in abe day bf tlie / Loid I¹⁰ö,ʒ t 011 t 


My reſpected hearers-of this great aſſembly, we 
end ourſelves lately brought into exiſtence, and rap- 
idly hurrying through life. We ou th to know 
what is to be done with us hereafter, and what are 
the intentions of our Creator concerning us. But who 
hath known the mind of the Lord ? or who can penetrate 
the ſecrets of his ill 2, The thi ngs .of; God. knoweth no 
mo the frame. Gal fornbeth «livin dapcha 
of his counſels, and is conſcious of all: his deſigns'; 
and by his fpitit they are revealed unto us in Ye 
4ofpel of his fon. | or oves the 


divine revelation. remov ves the 
veil, and lays open to human view his eternal coun- | 
ſels with refpe& to the preſent and future deſtinations 
of men! On theſe ſubjeQs your miniſters from time 
to time addreſs. you. They declare to you the con- | 
fels, of .Ged-—the goſpel. of his grace. ifYour recovery 
from fin and ruin, and final ſalvation are the object 
of this high diſpenſation. For the obtaining of this 
end, it makes the moſt ample proviſion, and farhilhes 
every neceſſary mean. Suffer it to have its due effe& 
upon FR TIOEng: and lives, and it: will guide you to 
life eternal. Let me entreat you, therefore, not fo re- 
3 ceive the grace of God in vain. For how Hall we eſeape, 
| if we neglef fo great ſalvation ? To day af ye will hear his 
voice, harden'not your hearts: The wages'of in is death ; _ 
but the gift of Gol is cternial life, through Fefus Chrift our * 
Ibid; to whom be glory en 
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=P, HE benevolence of Gad is the principle 
8 W It reared the pillars of the A 
it gave to all material and intellectual ſyſtems tlieir 
being; and unleſs; this divine influx had been ala 
motive of creation, neither men nor angels voul 
have ever exiſted. | 
T0 i the Deity, therefore, to be Arbelbst 
in love towards any of his creatures is criminally to 
miſtake his true character, It is, without doubt, leſs 
wrong to deny the exiſtence of a God, than to ſup P- 
pole ha God whom we adore, is not infinitely good, 
12 Hence" chriſtianity ſeerns principally concerned 
bag the benignity of the divine nature. Chriſt 
bas, indeed, taught us truths, which, we could not 
ave known, except by p reternatural revelation, It 
it however, 4 ſilnguthing leder \in his religion, 
that it ripens tlie hope, which nature; from the brſt, 
uced, that the original of allthings iafull of placa- 
ility and good will. I fay, it is the glory of the 
Ho to confirm to us the truth, which, fince time 
— was imprinted, as with a ſunbeam, on the face 
of the world, bat God is love. PRIOR, dan N. 
It is remarkable, as this divine diſpenſation had 
| " its origin in love, and is the moſt illuſtrious: inſtance 
of love that the hiſtory of man can furniſh, ſo] i "mult 
be perfected by the 22 heavenly quality. 
Accordingly, its profeſſors and teachers are happy | 
to embrace every ht opportunity ſenſibly to manifeſt 
to each other and to mankind, that they are in truth 
governed oy the ſpirit of their religion. 
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be rene . and * Six! ah the. 
that is given to you, and ardent to love du, nat 
. e, we thus e 2 
the y we, derive from the late ſolemn 
{2 obſerving, on the wat ws occaſion, this bent 2 
icant and 1 cuſtom, the elders and meſſen- 
gers from many branches. of the chriſtian church, 
now..convened, acknowledge you a diſciple of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and duly commiſſioned: to preach his religion. 
We hereby welcome you to a place in our fellowſhip. 
and affections. We. rejoice, God has qualified, 
ou for the office of a chriſtian miniſter; n 
8 your heart to devote yourſelf to ſo uſe⸗- 
ful and pleaſurable an employment. It alſo glad © 
dens us, that the bounds, of your habitation are fix - 
ed in this part of Chriſtendom, that the lines have 
fallen to you ſo pleaſantly, and that you have ſo 
gaodly an heritage. As | as you continue 
to feed this heritage with knowledge, and to ſuſtain 
the function, you have aſſumed, with true dignity, 
it will form one of our moſt exalted, pleaſures to be 
auxiliary and kindly affectioned towards you, as 
well in the private ſcenes, as in the public labours . 
of your life. 
e ona Sir, we are ellen wich. he 
uaſio ou will ever readily meet 
2 in EIT, of r 9 1 
my friend, this hand, which I have long been uſed. | 
to receive as the faithful repreſentative of 1a ſound' 
heart, is to me; and, I preſume, to my reverend fath- 
ers and brethren, a ſure evidence of your purpoſe to 
live with us in the charity of out holy faith, and in | 
the cordial reciprocation of beneyolent offices... '* - 
Nau fare thou well, brother, whom I love in Gin | 


truth! May the God of thy fathers bleſs-thee; and = 
make thee happy through the courſe of a long and 
ucceſsful miniſtry. Let the dictates of an enlighten- 
br underſtanding, the love of humanity, the ſhade ß 
4 pious parent, the _ of Chriſt, and the-defire | 1 


1 
>. of God's appre — — 
. thy ſacred character, and pr ory of honeſt 
ino the various relations, thou mayeſt hold; 
brotherhood of man. And, at the laſt, mayeſt 
be crowned with conſummate and eternal felicity? 3 
We gratulate you;'brethren of this religious 902 r 
ciety, on the joy ous ſolemnities of this day. Surely 
this is the day, Which the Lord hath made. Well may 
yout hearts rejoice and be glad in it. For it is the 
day, to which ye have long/anxiouſly locked, and 
which confers upon you the miniſſer of —— early 
choice, whom ye juſtly conſider as an Iſraelite 1 ndeed, 
in whom there is no guile. Behold; now, the man! 
Bleſſed be he, that cometh to you in the name of the 
Lord! Be entreated to own him as a gift of our af” 
cended Redeemer, and'to'know him in his ſtatien. 
Yea; beloved in the Lord, webeſeech you, by min- 
iſtering to his neceſſities, by fair conſtruction of his 
conduct, courteous behaviour to his perſon, and, 
chiefly, by giving heed to the words of nis month, 
3 confirm our love towards this our brother. 
Amid the important concernments of the hour; | 
- ene and (worthy paſtor has a dear intereſt! in 
our memory and 2 We have bleſſed him chis 
day out of the houſe of the Lord. We truſt, ye will 
ſolace che evening of his days by the continuance of 
thoſe amiable kindneſſes, which' have fo long endear- 
ed you to his heart, and whoſe commendation gives | 
ene unction to the precepts of our Lord and 5 
Finally, brethren, feeing that ye walk in the truth; 
42 in love one with another, we do recognize yo 
as the church of Cod and of Chriſt. So, then, ye 
are the e of the living God. As God hath ſaid; | 
Ewiltewell in them, and will walk in them; and 1 
will be their God, and they ſhall be my people e. TTES 
Ariſe now therefore, O Lord God, into thy reſt- 
ing 1 thou and the ark of thy ſtrength! Let thy 
prieſts be clothed with ſalvation, — thy ſaints to 
e in — and let * the people * 
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